
Inspection of Darul Madinah Slough
Darul Madinah Slough, 50 Darvills Lane, Slough, Berkshire SL1 2PH

Inspection date: 21 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at the setting motivated and eager to learn. They love messy play 
and delight in following simple instructions to make 'slime'. Children learn new 
vocabulary, such as 'sticky' and 'gravity', and talk about what happens when the 
slime drips from their hands. 

Children socialise with their friends at snack time and talk about the healthy food 
they eat. They learn about the importance of good oral health when the dentist 
visits. Children practise mark making in sand and develop their small-motor skills, 
for instance, when they use tweezers in their play. Children have many 
opportunities to count during the daily routine. For example, when they climb the 
steps to the slide.    

The effective key-person system means that children settle well within a nurturing 
environment. Staff provide many opportunities throughout the year to help children 
learn about their own faith and that of other cultures. For example, a multicultural 
day enables them to taste different foods from around the world.

Children are well prepared when moving on to school due to the successful 
transition arrangements. For example, children explore pictures of their new school 
in homemade books. They learn independence skills, such as sharing, taking turns 
and being kind to each other. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is highly motivated and passionate about the nursery. All staff 
have access to training and supervision. The provider constantly reviews staff 
practice, policies and procedures. For example, they relocated the toilet facilities 
to enable children to be more independent in their self-care skills. 

n The provider addresses learning from reviews following complaints. This is to 
make improvements to practice, offering further training to enhance staff's 
safeguarding knowledge, for example. The provider and staff take part in 
quality-assurance programmes to recognise the work they do. For example, they 
gained a silver award from the local authority health and well-being programme. 

n Staff plan and provide a varied early years curriculum. They know their children 
well and follow individual learning plans. There is a strong focus on children's 
communication and language, physical development, and literacy skills. 

n The activities provided are well presented and link to children's interests. Staff 
make books for the children to read, such as 'hatching of the chicks', which 
enables children to revisit and recall their learning experiences. Funding is used 
to enable children to have access to a range of life experiences. For example, 
they enjoy days out to the farm. 
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n Staff support children with learning boundaries and routines. For example, they 
remind them to use their 'kind hands' and promote good manners at snack time. 
Children have a positive attitude to learning because the activities are linked to 
their interest and staff make learning fun. However, on occasion, staff miss the 
opportunity to engage children who are less confident. 

n Staff promote children's communication skills. They speak clearly and give plenty 
of time for children to respond to any questions asked. Staff provide high levels 
of support for children who speak English as an additional language. They use a 
combination of children's home language and English when speaking to children, 
which helps them to settle. 

n Staff use pictures cards and signs to help children understand the daily routine 
and what will happen next. Training for staff enables them to provide a range of 
activities to support children with their communication and language skills. 

n Partnership with parents is strong, and communication is effective. Parents 
confirm they feel well informed about their child's development and how they 
can help their child's home learning. Partnerships with other professionals are 
successful.

n The staff work with speech and language specialists to target support for 
children's communication skills. Children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities are well supported. Staff work with other professionals to provide the 
specific support required.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Priority is given to children's safety and well-being. The setting has been awarded 
the Millie's Mark quality award, meaning all staff have a paediatric first-aid 
qualification. Staff have a secure understanding of how to recognise when a child 
may be at risk of harm and the steps to take to keep children safe. Staff implement 
effective risk assessments. For example, they remind children to hold on tight when 
on the swing. Staff supervise children well throughout the day and closely monitor 
the entrance during arrival and departures. Recruitment procedures are effective. 
All staff working with children have been checked to ensure they are suitable to do 
so. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend the levels of support provided to those children who are less confident to 
fully engage them during planned group activities. 

Inspection report: Darul Madinah Slough
21 September 2022 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2511435

Local authority Slough

Inspection number 10207799

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Darul Madinah Slough Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2511434

Telephone number 07737309911

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Darul Madinah Slough nursery is open from 8.25am to 3.15pm, offering morning 
and afternoon sessions and a lunch club. The setting is based in a ground floor 
building of the Pakistani Welfare Association community hall in Slough. The nursery 
is funded to provide free early years education to children aged two-, three- and 
four-years old. The nursery employs five members of staff, four of whom hold a 
recognised childcare qualification at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Maria Conroy
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk of the nursery and 
discussed the early years curriculum. 

n The inspector spoke with manager about the leadership and management of the 
setting and sampled key documentation. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager. 
n The inspector spoke to a sample of parents to gain their views of the service 

provided. 
n The inspector observed children, indoors and outdoors, to assess the interaction 

between the children and staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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